
 

 

Character Counts! 
That is… 

Unless you happen to be a Christian and a judge 

In Wyoming 

Judge Ruth Neely has served as Municipal judge in 

Pinedale, Wyoming for 21 years.  She has a track record 

of fairness and dedication to public service. In all her 

years serving as judge she has never been disciplined 

nor had a complaint filed against her.
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Judge Neely has proven herself to be a friend to the citizens of 

Pinedale and has been noted and commended for not only her 

strong character but also her devotion to the law. 

 

All that changed on December 5, 2014. While hanging Christmas 

lights at her home she received a phone call from a reporter with 

the Sublette Examiner. The reporter asked her if she was excited 

to be able to begin to perform same sex marriages. Telling him 

her Christian belief that “marriage was the union of one man and 

one woman” and that that belief precluded her from performing 

such weddings set off a chain of events that would ultimately see 

the Wyoming Commission on Judicial Conduct and Ethics 

recommending to the state Supreme Court that she be removed 

both from her position as municipal judge and Circuit court 

magistrate. 

 

This drastic action was recommended even though she never was 

asked to perform a same sex marriage nor had ever refused to do 

one. Judge Neely’s beliefs were enough to get her into trouble, 

even though our constitution guarantees us the right of free 

speech and freedom to practice our faith. Currently, Judge Neely’s 

case is pending an appeal at the Wyoming State Supreme court. 

Please pray that justice prevails and that Character still counts in 

Wyoming. 

 

To join the cause please find out more and sign our petition at: 

WyPastors.net 

 

 

First they came for the socialists and I did not speak out because I 

wasn’t a socialist. Then they came for the trade unionists and I did 

not speak out because I wasn’t a trade unionist. Then they came for 

the Jews and I did not speak out because I wasn’t a Jew. Then they 

came for me and there was no one left to speak for me. 

 Martin Neimoller, 

 German Pastor during the Nazi reign of Terror
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