
IN THE SUPREME COURT, STATE OF WYOMING

AN INQUIRY CONCERNING THE
HONORABLE RUTH NEELY, INJRJYRT

MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE AND F I LED
CIRCUIT COURT MAGISTRATE, NINTH
JUDICIAL DISTRICT, PINEDALE, MAY - 9 2016

SUBLETTE COUNTY, WYOMING:

JUDGE RUTH NEELY, No. J-16-OOl COLTHOMPSON, CLERK

Petitioner,

V.

WYOMING COMMISSION ON
JUDICIAL CONDUCT AND ETHICS,

Respondent.

MOTION OF THE FREDERICK DOUGLASS FOUNDATION, THE NATIONAL
HISPANIC LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, THE NATIONAL BLACK CHURCH

INITIATIVE, THE COALITION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN PASTORS USA,
THE NATIONAL BLACK RELIGIOUS BROADCASTERS, ALVEDA KING

MINISTRIES, THE RESTORATION PROJECT, THE RADIANCE
FOUNDATION, URBAN FAMILY COMMUNICATIONS, CHURCH OF GOD IN

CHRIST WORLD MISSIONS, STAND, FREEDOM’S JOURNAL INSTITUTE
FOR THE STUDY OF FAITH AND PUBLIC POLICY, RYAN T. ANDERSON,

AND SHERIF GIRGIS FOR LEAVE TO FILE AMICUS BRIEF IN SUPPORT OF
THE HONORABLE RUTH NEELY’S PETITION OBJECTING TO THE

COMMISSION’S RECOMMENDATION

COMES NOW, the organizational and scholar Amici Curiae, by and through the

undersigned counsel, who, pursuant to Wyoming Rule of Appellate Procedure 7.12, the
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above-listed organizations and individuals request leave to file an amid curiae brief,

attached hereto, in support of the Honorable Ruth Neely’s Objection to the Commission’s

Recommendation. In support of this Motion, the Amid hereby state and allege as

follows:

I. INTERESTS OF THE MOVANTS IN THE ISSUES RAISED IN THE
CASE

Movants (hereinafter “Amid”) are a diverse group of organizations, scholars, and

individuals that believe in and advocate for the view that marriage is a union between one

man and one woman. The organizational Amici represent significant portions of the

African American and Hispanic communities. They speak on behalf of more than 70,000

African American and Hispanic churches, and tens of millions of African Americans and

Hispanic Americans, throughout the United States. These Amici have an interest in

denouncing the spurious notion that understanding marriage to be a union between a man

and a woman is akin to holding racist views about marriage. The attorney for the

Commission has repeatedly argued that those two views about marriage are comparable,

and Amici, as members of the African American and Hispanic communities, have a

strong interest in debunking that comparison.

The scholar Amici include published authors who have studied the institution of

marriage and carefully analyzed the moral, political, and jurisprudential implications of

redefining marriage to include same-sex couples. They have an interest in explaining that

sound rational reasons underlie the view that marriage is inherently a union between a

man and a woman.
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The Amid include the following groups and individuals:

The Frederick Douglass Foundation (“FDF”). FDF is a national Christ-

centered, multi-ethnic education and public policy organization with local chapters across

the United States. It advocates for traditional marriage (among other things). Its members

believe that Americans live in a land of liberty, where the natural rights of individuals

precede and supersede the power of the state, and that the United States is a constitutional

republic in which government power is limited and employed for the purpose of

providing legitimate public goods rather than for the benefit of insiders and special

interest groups. Moreover, FDF’s members believe in equal rights, equal justice, and

equal opportunity for all, regardless of race, creed, sex, age, or disability.

The National Hispanic Leadership Conference (“NHCLC”). The N}ICLC is

the National Hispanic Evangelical Association. It is the largest Latino Christian

organization in America, leading millions of Hispanic Born Again Christians via its

40,118 Evangelical congregations in the United States and 400,000 congregations

throughout2 Latin America. It provides leadership, networking, fellowship, strategic

partnerships, and advocacy platforms in service of its seven directives: Life, Family,

Great Commission, Stewardship, Education, Youth, and Justice. Among other missions,

the NHCLC seeks to promote biblical marriage and protect religious liberty.

The National Black Church Initiative (“NBCI”). The NBCI is a national

network of 34,000 African American and Latino churches representing 15 denominations

and more than 15.7 million people. NBCI works to build strong communities and
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eradicate racial discrepancies in healthcare, education, and housing. NBCI also supports

traditional marriage.

The Coalition of African American Pastors USA (“CAAP”). CAAP is a

grassroots movement of tens of thousands of African American Christians and clergy

who believe in traditional family values, such as protecting the lives of the unborn and

preserving the traditional understanding of marriage. CAAP encourages Christian people

of all races and backgrounds everywhere to make a stand for their beliefs and

convictions.

The National Black Religious Broadcasters (“NBRB”). The NBRB is a national

coalition of over 10,000 black religious broadcasters throughout the country who use

broadcast and cable television, internet, and radio to spread their religious messages.

NBRB supports the right of every individual to live according to his or her religious

convictions.

Alveda King Ministries (“AKM”). Dr. Alveda King is the niece of Reverend

Martin Luther King, Jr., and the daughter of civil rights leader A.D. King. She is a

committed guardian of her family’s civil rights legacy. Throughout her upbringing, she

saw firsthand the ills and evils of racism. She persevered through those difficulties,

eventually becoming a college professor, an author, a stage and screen actress, and a

Georgia State Legislator. Now through her organization, AKM, she seeks to advance the

Gospel of Jesus Christ and to promote traditional family values.

The Restoration Project (“Restoration”). Restoration is a non-profit

organization dedicated to rebuilding families, promoting the sanctity of life, and
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providing related educational materials. Restoration seeks to create in black communities

a restored culture of uprightness, evenhandedness, and virtue.

The Radiance Foundation (“Radiance”). Radiance is a non-profit educational

organization established to affirm that every human life has purpose. Through ad

campaigns, multimedia presentations, community outreach, and citizen journalism,

Radiance illuminates the intrinsic value we all possess, motivating people to peacefully

and positively affect the world around them. Radiance works on a local and national level

to advance a culture of life that rejects abortion, fights racism, promotes adoption, values

religious liberty, celebrates natural marriage between a husband and a wife, promotes

strong intact families, and protects the free speech that makes this messaging possible. In

this vein, Radiance firmly believes in peacefully defending our First Amendment rights

of free speech and religious liberty.

Urban Family Communications (“UFC”). UFC is a multi-media

communications network and outreach ministry born from the conviction that the black

community deserves truth, and more specifically, biblical truth. UFC is a collection of

people operating in ministry, media, and politics who are committed to one goal: the

spiritual revitalization of urban communities. UFC’s mission is to inform and empower

black families to grow by wisely applying biblical truth to issues and interests unique to

the black community. UFC stands for truth, wisdom, and empowerment, and broadcasts

its programming 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Church of God in Christ World Missions (“The Church”). The Church is a

Christian organization in the Holiness-Pentecostal tradition. It is the largest Pentecostal
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denomination in the United States and its membership is predominantly African

American with more than six million members. The Church has congregations in 63

countries around the world. The World Mission Department has launched the family Life

Campaign in the US, which affirms traditional marriage.

STAND (Staying True to America’s National Destiny). STAND is a non-profit

organization that reaches across racial and cultural lines to bring people together around

the foundational principles that made America great. STAND engages the community

through town hall meetings, conference calls, and other events to promote educational

choice, to support entrepreneurship, and to strengthen families. STAND professes a belief

in the Christian understanding of marriage and rejects any attempt to compare that belief

to racism.

Freedom’s Journal Institute for the Study of Faith and Public Policy (“FJI”).

FJI is devoted to the research, education, and the advancement of public policy that

promotes responsible government, individual liberty, economic empowerment, and

strong family values. FIT believes that marriage is intended to be a permanent relationship

between one man and one woman, and is the foundation for healthy and stable families.

FJI further believes that the free exercise of religious faith is paramount to the health and

wellbeing of a free society, and that while government is prohibited from establishing any

religion, it is also prohibited from interfering in the practice thereof. Citizens, therefore,

should be free to worship as they choose without fear of governmental interference,

coercion, or manipulation.
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Ryan T. Anderson, Ph.D. (A.B., Princeton University, M.A., Ph.D. University of

Notre Dame). Dr. Anderson is the Editor of Public Discourse: Ethics, Law, and the

Common Good, the online journal of the Witherspoon Institute (affiliations are listed here

for identification purposes).

Sherif Girgis (A.B., Princeton University; B.Phil., University of Oxford-Rhodes

Scholar). Mr. Girgis is a research scholar of the Witherspoon Institute currently pursuing

a Ph.D. in philosophy at Princeton University and a J.D. at Yale Law School (affiliations

are for identification purposes).

II. REASONS AN AMICUS BRIEF IS APPROPRIATE AND DESIRABLE

The issues implicated in this proceeding, many of them novel and some the first of

their kind to be presented to any state’s highest court, are of profound local and national

importance. Amid, given their collective diversity and the depth of their work and

knowledge with respect to the issues presented, are well suited to assist this Court in

arriving at a just and fully informed resolution of the issues raised. As members of the

African American and Hispanic communities, many of Amid have either lived through

the Civil Rights Movement or studied it in depth. Others are also knowledgeable about

the history of marriage. As such, Amid can speak effectively to the Commission’s claim

that a belief in traditional marriage is akin to the invidious racism that precipitated

slavery and made Jim Crow possible.

III. THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PARTIES

Amici believe that both Judge Neely and the Commission are ably represented.

But having said that, Amid believe that they can provide this Court with a unique
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perspective on, and response to, some of the arguments that the Commission has raised in

this case. Put simply, many Amici have lived through the pernicious effects of racism and

have been instrumental in continuing the struggle for civil rights, and many Amid know

the purpose and meaning of marriage from a historical perspective. That expertise will

greatly aid this Court in resolving a case of immense importance.

IV. INTERESTS OF AMICI IN OTHER CASES

Amid have no interest in any other case before this Court that may be affected by

the decision in this matter.

V. UNIQUE INFORMATION OR PERSPECTIVE OF AMICI

As stated above, Amid are particularly well suited to provide guidance to this

Court on the issues of race and marriage—matters that the Commission has repeatedly

put at the center of this case. Amid have not only studied those issues, but they have real-

world experience living through racial discrimination. As such, Amid seek to provide this

Court with a more robust treatment of those issues than Judge Neely’s attorneys can

possibly provide, given all the other issues presented in this case. In sum, Amici—with

their vast experience in public policy work, race relations, and race and marriage

scholarship—believe that they can assist this Court in better understanding particular

arguments that the Commission has asserted against Judge Neely.

Wherefore, Amid respectfully request that the Court grant them leave to file the

attached amicus brief in support of the Honorable Ruth Neely’s Petition Objecting to the

Commission’s Recommendation.
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Dated: May 5, 2016

By:

JhARDS LAW OFFICE, P.C.
P0 Box 5345
Etna, WY 83112
(307) 883-2222
E-mail: jedwardssilverstar.com

Attorney for Amid Curiae
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CERTIFICATE Of SERVICE

I hereby certify that on the 5th day of May, 2016, the original and six copies of the

foregoing document were sent to the Wyoming Supreme Court via Fed Ex, and the

foregoing document was served by mailing a copy of it via United States mail, first class,

postage prepaid, to the following:

Patrick Dixon
Dixon & Dixon, LLP
104 South Wolcott, Suite 600
Casper, WY $2601
pdixn@aol.com
Counsellor the Commission on Judicial
Conduct and Ethics

Tim Newcomb
P.O. Box 92$
170 North Fifth
Laramie, WY 82073
newcomb@appellateconsultation. corn
Counselfor the Commission on Judicial
Conduct and Ethics

Herbert K. Doby
P.O. Box 130
Torrington, WY 82240
dobylawembarqmail .com
Attorneyfor the Honorable Ruth Neely

Wendy J. Soto
Commission on Judicial Conduct & Ethics
P.O. Box 2645
Cheyenne, WY 82003
wendy. sotowyoboards .gov
Executive Director ofthe Commission on
Judicial Conduct & Ethics

James A. Campbell
Kenneth J. Connelly
Douglas G. Wardlow
Alliance Defending Freedom
15100 N. 90th Street
Scottsdale, AZ $5260
j campbelladflegal .org
kconnellyadflegal.org
dwardlowadflegal .org
Attorneys for the Honorable Ruth Neely

Ic D.Ewards
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