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Pinedale judge will not marry same-sex
couples

Modified: Thursday, Dec 11th, 2014
BY: Ned Donovan

PINEDALE - Since Oct, 21, following a
judicial ruling in Laramie that brought
equil inarriage to the “Equalify State,”
same-sex couples jn Wyoming have
been able ta get married. As a result,
marrlage licenses were fssued around
the state, and this weekend Sublette
County will have its first wedding upder
the new rules, Municipal Judge Ruth
Neely, Pinedale town judge for more
than 20 years, however, has indicated
she will be unable to perform sarne-sex
marriages if dsked.

“| will'‘not able to do them,” Neely told
the Examiner. “We have at least one
magistrate who Will do same-sex marriages but | witl pot be able to,”

All judges are required to marry'these who megt the legal reqUirements, uriless there,
1€ a scheduling conflict of othér problem. In those cases, prospective couples will be
referred 6 pther magistrates.

But Neely's inability to perform the marriages has nothing to.do With her schedule
but, rather, hér religious béliefs.

“When law and religion conflict, choices have to be made. | have not yet been asked
to perform a same-sex marriage,” Neely sald.

Neely's role as a magistrate Who can perform marrfages is separate from her position .

as the Pinedale municlpal judge, according to Pinedale Mayor Bob Janes.
“As the town judge, she does not perform marriages, that is not part of the
description of the work of a town judge ... [Performing marriages] is something she

took on herself years ago to try and ... pravidé more services {o the town,” Jones fold
tha Evamdnor Yin tarme of whathar cho will dns that ac tha fawn lndaa which fewhat
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before the council but not before that oc i Jerosswords
o |
“Until we have a problem | don’t see any point Iy creating a problem,” Jones safd. {__Gas Prices
%o far, according ta Neely and Jones, no requests have been ifiade, but a citlzen may [._Jutes rotings
bring up the fssue in a Pinedale Town Council public meeting. lsue

tod

“tf there’s one person that | know would swallow hard and do what, the law said, it

would be Ruth Neely,” Jones said. “l want to be very clear | have all the faith in the ! “Twortd Meins
world that if a case unrelated to this ... came before her, [and] ... she did not think s

she could be morally fair, | have every, every expectation, as well as | know her, that

she would recuse herself beforé taking that case and enforcing her morals.”

According to the National Center for Leshian Rights {RCLR), who represented
plaintiffs in the Wyoming equal marrlage case, a judge refusing to marry a same-sex
couple could become a constitutional problem.

“Publfc officials should serve all members of the public, and they shouldn’t
discriminate against couples based on their personal beliefs,” NCLR senjor staff
attorney Chris Stoll told the Examiner. “If a public official selectively chooses not to
marry a particular group of people, that potentially raises constitutional cohcerns

under the equal protection clause."”

Neely, however, was clear that this does not stop any same-sex couple in Pinedale
from getting married in the town.

“All magistrates are required to perform weddings,” Neely said. “And ahy couple,
regardless of gender, can call any magistrate and any judge and see if that judge can -

fit them into their personal schedute.”
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